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What Is the
PSAT/NMSQT?




3.8+ million

students take the
PSAT/NMSQT each year to
get feedback on their skills,
gualify for scholarships, and
practice for the SAT.

Key Facts

The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) assesses the
same knowledge and skills as the SAT®, providing
a check-in on college readiness before you take
the SAT.

The PSAT/NMSQT also:
» Propels students toward college and career readiness.

o |s the qualifying test for entry to the National Merit®
Scholarship Program. *11% grade only
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What to know about the PSAT/NMSQT

L

Test length:
2 hours, 45 minutes

No points deducted
for incorrect answers
or unanswered
guestions (also called
“rights-only” scoring)

Free, personalized
SAT practice through
Khan Academy® with

students’ own
PSAT/NMSQT scores

i

Scale range is
320-1520 for the
total score
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Benefits of the PSAT/NMSQT

Free, personalized SAT practice on
e Khan Academy based on students’
PSAT/NMSQT answers

Aligned to the SAT. Historically,
students who took the PSAT/NMSQT

¥ scored higher on the SAT, on average,

than students who didn’t take the test.

S Entry to the National Merit Scholarship
W Program and increased access to

additional scholarship providers for
11t Grade and beyond
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When Is the
PSAT/NMSQT?

Wednesday October 13t
/:25a.m.to 11:20 a.m.




Skills Tested on
the PSAT/NMSQT




e ©

Reading Test

» 5 passages Quick Facts
_ : :  All questions are multiple
o 47 passage based questions; N T
60 minutes passages.
Some passages are paired
_ _ with other passages or
 In the Reading Test, students will informational graphics such
encounter questions like those asked in a as graphs and tables.

lively, thoughtful, evidence-based Topic-specific prior
_ _ knowledge is never tested.
discussion.
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Writing and Language Test

4 passages

Quick Facts
» 44 pa_ssage'based questions; - All questions are multiple
35 minutes choice and based on
pasSages.
o « Some passages are paired
» The Writing and Language Test puts with informational graphics
students in the active role of an editor who such as graphs and tables.
IS Improving a written passage. Most - Topic-specific prior
guestions ask students to decide which, if knowledge Is never tested.

any, of the alternatives to an underlined
portion of a passage most improves it.
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Math Test
Quick Facts
» 2 test sections; 70 minutes « Most math questions will
: : : be multiple choice, but

« 48 guestions (40 multiple choice, sae willl e S EE
8 student-produced responses) produced responses.

The Math Test is divided into
2 portions:

« The Math Test focuses on the math that Math Test — No Calculator
matters most for college and career readiness. 28] b VS = (CRlBURICL
To succeed on the Math Test, students will S%me paft? of the test .

. - Wil present a scenario an
need to demonstrate _mathematllcal practices, then ask several questions
such as problem solving and using eholio

appropriate tools strategically.

QCollegeBoard 11




How Does the PSAT/NMSQT Connect to the SAT?

SAT (200-800)

PSAT 10 AND PSAT/NMSQT (160-760)

PSAT 8/9 (120-720)

0 100 200 300 400 i S(I)O 600 700 800
SAT Benchmark*
vV
*Grade-level benchmarks will indicate

If students are making “on target” progress
toward the SAT benchmark.

The score students get on the PSAT/NMSQT is the same score they would have gotten
on the SAT if they’'d taken it on the same day.

6 CollegeBoard

12



How Does the PSAT/NMSQT Compare to the SAT?

PSAT/NMSQT

SAT

L

Time

2 hours, 45 minutes

3 hours, 50 minutes

4

Section Score
Range

160-760

200-800

@ CollegeBoard
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How to Prepare for
the PSAT/NMSQT




Know How the PSAT/NMSQT
s Scored

Rights-Only Scoring
« 1 point for each correct answer

« No points deducted for incorrect answers or unanswered
guestions

Math Student-Produced Responses
« Enter answers as (reduced) fractions or decimals.

« If rounding a decimal, make sure to enter as many
characters as are allowed.

© CollegeBoard
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Personalized Skills Information

£ PSAT/NMSQT

The PSAT/NMSQT Score Report

« Contains information to help students improve
academic skills.

« Lists skills that students have the best chance of improving
with additional work.

Your Evidence Rased Reading sad Writing
Scees ¥

« Connects to free, personalized practice recommendations a0
on Khan Academy.

6CollegeBoard 16




Preparation Starts in School

Read

Continuous reading improves vocabulary and develops
essential skills.

Take Challenging Courses

This helps students develop and strengthen their critical
thinking skills.

17
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Sample
PSAT/NMSQT
Questions




Reading Test

Passage-Based Questions

Passage Excerpt; Asusedinline 2, "intense”
most nearly means
[...] The coming decades will likely see more

intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and
productivity in a smaller number of bigger (A) emotional.
cities and city-regions. Some regions could

end up bloated beyond the capacity of (B) concentrated.

their infrastructure, while others struggle, their (C) brilliant.
promise stymied by inadequate human or _
other resources. (D) determined.

Adapted from Richard Florida, The Great Resat.
£ 2010 by Richard Florida.
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Reading Test

Passage-Based Questions

Passage Excerpt; Asusedinline 2, "intense”
most nearly means
[...] The coming decades will likely see more

intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and
productivity in a smaller number of bigger
cities and city-regions. Some regions could
end up bloated beyond the capacity of

their infrastructure, while others struggle, their
promise stymied by inadequate human or
other resources.

(B) concentrated.

Adapted from Richard Florida, The Great Resat.
£ 2010 by Richard Florida.

OCollegeBoard 20




Reading Test

Passage-Based Questions

This question asks students to determine word meaning within a social
science context. While students may frequently use the word “intense”

to describe personalities or emotions, the context of this sentence
requires students to recognize that “intense” can also mean
“concentrated.” Choice B is the best answer because the context makes
clear that the clustering of jobs, innovation, and productivity will be more
concentrated in, or more densely packed into, “a smaller number of bigger
cities and city-regions.” In these ways, the question draws students back
to the text rather than rewarding only isolated vocabulary knowledge.

GCollegeBoard 21




Writing and Language Test

Passage-Based Questions

Passage Excerpt:

[...] As Kingman developed as a painter, his
works were often compared to paintings by (A) NO CHANGE

Chinese landscape artists dating back to

CE 960, a time when a strong tradition of (B) evacuated

landscape painting emerged in Chinese art.

Kingman, however, 5] vacated from that tradition %) deparied

in a number of ways, most notably in that he (D) retired

chose to focus not on natural landscapes, such
as mountains and rivers, but on cities. [.. ]
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Writing and Language Test

Passage-Based Questions

Passage Excerpt:

[...] As Kingman developed as a painter, his
works were often compared to paintings by
Chinese landscape artists dating back to
CE 960, a time when a strong tradition of
Ia.ndscape painting emerged in Chinese art. N (C) departed
Kingman, however, 5] vacated from that tradition

in a number of ways, most notably in that he

chose to focus not on natural landscapes, such

as mountains and rivers, but on cities. [.. ]
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Writing and Language Test

Passage-Based Questions

This question asks students to determine which word makes

the most sense in the context of a sentence. "Departed” is the
most contextually appropriate way to indicate that Kingman

had deviated from the tradition of Chinese landscape painting

in a number of ways. In this sort of question, students must
demonstrate not only facility with language in general but also skill

in using language in particular contexts to convey meaning clearly
and precisely.

©) CollegeBoard 24




Math Test

Calculator: Not Permitted

In this equation, what is the value of k7

5(k+2)-7 — 13—-(4-k) (A)
6 9

(B)

(C)

(D)

© CollegeBoard
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Math Test

Calculator: Not Permitted

In this equation, what is the value of k?

5(k+2)-7 _ 13-(4-k)
6 9

In this problem, students will demonstrate their fluency in
solving equations in one variable.

Choice B is correct. Simplifying the numerators yields
5k+3 _ O+k

6 9

and cross-multiplication gives 45k + 27 = 54 + 6k.

Solving for kyields k = 1%

© CollegeBoard
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Math Test

Calculator: Permitted

Aaron is staying at a hotel that charges
$99.95 per night plus tax for a room. A tax
of 8% is applied to the room rate, and an
additional onetime untaxed fee of $5.00 is
charged by the hotel. Which of the following
represents Aaron's total charge, in dollars,
for staying x nights?

(A) (99.95 +0.08x) + 5
(B) 1.08(99.95x)+5
(C) 1.08(99.95x + 5)
(D) 1.08(99.95 + 5)x

© CollegeBoard
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Math Test

Calculator: Permitted

Aaron is staying at a hotel that charges
$99.95 per night plus tax for a room. A tax
of 8% is applied to the room rate, and an
additional onetime untaxed fee of $5.00 is
charged by the hotel. Which of the following
represents Aaron's total charge, in dollars,
for staying x nights?

(A) (99.95 +0.08x) + 5
(B) 1.08(99.95x) +5
(C) 1.08{(99.95x + 5)

(D) 1.08(99.95 + 5)x

© CollegeBoard
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Math Test

Calculator: Permitted

This problem asks students to interpret a situation and formulate a

linear expression that represents the situation mathematically. The
construction of mathematical models that represent real-world scenarios
is a critical skill.

The total charge is the room rate, the 8% tax on the room rate,
and a fixed fee. If Aaron stayed x nights, then the total charge
is(99.95x + 0.08 x 99.95x) + 5, which can be rewritten as
1.08(99.95x) + 5.

OCollegeBoard 29




Math Section

Student-Produced Responses

Sample Grids Answer: é Answer: 2.5

Instead of choosing a correct Ffé?:ii 7712 | 2.5
answer from a list of options, e oo e ¢ Desiical
students will need to solve | @@® | | @@®@ -Point
problems and enter their g g%g % g Ga)) g
answers in the grids provided Gidin] @@ @ ®| OO leriey

result. | @ @@ @)

@D
on the answer sheet. OOO® DO
OLOLOIO) DOO®®
®DODD DODOD
5 (OLOLOIO) DOO®®
Acceptable ways togrid 5 are: D®®®D DOO®
| (2|/]3] |.|6|6!6] b 67
DO e DD QD
6888 .‘8%% 68%% Anfwef_: 291- either ;?osifion.is correct
DODD DDDD DDDD NOTE: You
DD DD DROD 12i0]1] |2]0{1] may startyour
OO ODDD® OOO® DD DD answers in any
D@D DODD® dADD OO EOOEOE@ dolumnspace
ODEO® OPE® ®E®® Le® ® @ permitting.
OHOO® Oeee Oeed DODOO® OO@®D Coumnsyou
DDODDOD DODD DO DODD @DD@ dontneedto
) @ ? ODODD DOOD w$$m
eft blank.
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Math Section

« A scientific or graphing calculator is recommended.

« Students should bring a familiar calculator. Test day is not
the time to figure out how to use a new calculator.

« Don't try to use your calculator on every question—no
guestion requires one.

« Make sure your calculator is in good working order with
fresh batteries.

« Students will not be permitted to use laptops or other
computers, tablets, cell phones or smartphones, etc.
Please reference the student guide for a complete list of
prohibited items.

QCollegeBoard 31




You are already signed up.

On 10/13/21, come to school on time, with a
calculator and a small drink/snack.

Your testing location will be listed on large
signs around the school.

You will have lunch/class after the test. School
Counselors will help you access/interpret your
schools in a few months.

6CollegeBoard 32



6 CollegeBoard

Resources




Resources

For general information about the PSAT/NMSQT, please visit collegeboard.org/psat

) CollegeBoard Signin {8 Search Q

SAT Suite of
Assessments SAT v PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10 v PSATE/9 v About v For Educators v E impoctant Dates More v

Practice for an Upcoming
PSAT/NMSQT

Get free practice to help you get ready for test day.

/’-:\ Connect to Colleges and ;;}-ii--\\ Find PSAT/NMSQT Dates and < ~) Check for Covid-19 Updates
(W=l Scholarships et Deadlines T~ N
DY n\’ -y B
& i ";T—:z
Upcoming Events
B ocT 13,2021 £ 0CT 16,2021
Primary PSAT/NMSQT Test Day Saturday PSAT/NMSQT Test Day
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Resources

For free, personalized resources aligned to the SAT
Suite, visit khanacademy.org/sat

Take a PSAT/NMSQT practice test in the
PSAT/NMSQT Student Guide, available from your
counselor or at collegeboard.org/psatpractice

SAT Suite of
Assessments

Coursas Search Q @ Khan Academy Donate Llogin  Signup

PSATAN v Abot v For Educators v E rportant Dates Mote v

SAT v PSAT/ANMSOT and PSAT 10 v
—_—_—

Mammlze your score with

< Practice Tests
X :w,x Official SAT’ Practice

Home PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10 Practice / Practice Tests
PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10 Siradlate test day by peinting and talung an official PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 10
pracixe test
Inside the Test
’ Aftet you've finished, 500re your 13t using the resources below.
: \ 7 Taking the Tests
~
C)j O - % Before You Start
ctice
- ~W
Piars N O=—0--+0 ' You'll need a printer, pencd, calculatorn, and timer. Mere are same Hps
Personalized for you Official Interactive Instant o Mark your answers in the comect row of circles on the answer sheet Be
J npke O
especially caceful d you questions
W'l creatn & tallored practice 8 full-lengeh, real practice Thousands of practice Get comtant feedback and - o |15 okay to guess, You w lose any points if you're wrong
weer
plan for you based on 2 o9t and content created in GueAtions, videos, lssons, and Progress O you know where h 10 enle n math goid-ins
Sagoosti or your SAT o partreritip with Colley NNty phus study s test- you stang
o Scholarships and Recognition 5
PSAT/NMSQTE wores Board taking tios and srategies If you're using a screen reader or other assistive technology, we recemmend
using the Microtolt Word peactice tests optinized for you I you prefer, you
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Resources

Read the full PSAT/NMSQT Student Guide for details about the test and the National Merit Scholarship
Program (11t grade).

PSAT/NMSOT R

llllll‘g'llll PSAT/NMSQT Kt

Fall 2021 Fall 2021

PS AT/ NMSQT Y =¥= National Merit TomTeA T

M Scholarship Program 57 sciounse
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test Test-taking ottt Natnnal Mevit S darhip Corpocaton

2dvice and Ups

Student EES Student e

Intad 200

Guide Guide S
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Good luck!
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